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1 . the enclosed paper, "Start-up of Buelear 
Float is Conmnist China Bay Be lawinent", la for* 
««> 4*4 yotcr Information . It has been coordinated 

with 0S1 *ad will he submitted by OBI to the JAIIC 
far consideration, possibly eose tlse in October. 
Publication no a CSS or ia an OCI sodium ia not 
therefore possible at present, and any future publi- 
cation is dependent upon JA*IC action. 

g, the gaper argues, from the analysis MHMI 
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operation cither a urania* feed Materials plant or a 
©hesleal separation plant. It is suggested that the 
saw facility my go into operation in October ICC© 
or shortly thereafter. 



can be used at different stage* of the 


. lowing plane for a feed eater tats plant ia 
Chim in Jaamry 19S7, and it is net unreasonable 
ts assase that such a plant conld be about to begin 
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operation, the third possibility, a chemical sept* 
rations plant in the cor rent state of ear 

*■*■!•<*•* aheiit China’s progress in the field, he 
d isii l B sed . let before putting a chemical separation 
plant into operation, ee would expect China to hare 
a feed materials plant and a reactor operating. We 
tow# no evidence that thin is the case, bet their 
existence might have been successfully concealed, 
la either case, the evidence suggests that Chinn has 
cads a significant step forward in its atomic energy 
promrfi m» 
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Beeent information 


sheets that a nuclear 


plaat, probably a uranium feed materials plant but possibly a chemical 
separations plant, may be put into operation soon, perhaps in October i960 


or shortly thereafter. 


25X1 D 


rns refers to a commercial plant rather than to a pilot plant. A feed 
materials plant processes uranium emcentrates to uranium metal for nuclear 25X10 
reactors nsa 


***Hq consideration Is given to the remote possibility that large-scale 
processing of thorium ores for nuclear fuel, which might use tributyl phos- 
phate, may be conducted at the present time in Communist China. 
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assume that such a plant could have teen built by now and la about to 
start operating. Furthermore, since Camnunist China has been mining 
uranium ores since the early 1950's and probably concentrating these ores 
in recent years, without escorting, triple raw material la probably now 


W 


Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP70T00666R0001 001 00002-2 









Approved ForJRelea9^Q|^||^a^^|^^^^^^^0e^R0001 001 00002-2 


available for processing into uranium feed materials. 

probably is 

intended for the preparation of nuclear feed materials, the possibility 
cannot be excluded that it Is destined for use in a chemical separations 
plant. Before such a plant would be put into operation, however, a feed 
materials plant sad nuclear power or production reactors would be operating. 

Although there has been no evidence to date that facilities of this 

# 

nature are operating in Commnist China, evidence of such activity might 
have been successfully concealed. Furthermore, It is conceivable that a 
feed materials plant, production reactors and a chemical separations 
plant could have been built between January 1957 end now under a construc- 
tion program of high priority. 



It is possible to estimate the production capacity of a uranium 
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